[ CONFIDENTIAL, 


SELECTIONS 
: FROM THE | : ee ore | 
VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS q 
ss PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, | 3 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, |OUDH, 


CENTRAL PROVINCES, CENTRAL INDIA, AND RAJPUTANA, : 
. sd Received up to 6th December, 1887. _ 4 


a a 


POLITICAL, 


The Koh-t-Ndr (Lahore), of the 1st December, after quot- Circulation, 
on i. i ing the comments of the Civil and . 
Gazette and the Réja of Military Gazette, of the 29th Novem- oe 
Faridkot. | } 
ber, on the photograph incident, says 
‘that the Gasette, finding that the Raja of Faridkot has 
* stopped his connection with the Nanak Panth Prakash Sabha, 
has withdrawn all the charges which it had brought against 
him in a previous issue, The ok thanks it for the with- 
drawal of the charges, but says that it is wrong in stating} 
that native newspapers had represented His Highness as the 
patron of the Sabha; they had only accepted the statement 
of the Gazette as to this. It remains to be seen when the 
Lahore Anglo-Indian newspaper will frankly confess that 
it was deceived by interested persons in making an unjust 
attack on the Réja. 


The Oudh Punch (Lucknow) , of the 24th November, Circulation, 
received on the 2nd December, re- = 
presents Ayub Kh4n as a wolf tied 
to a stake with a string and Lord Dufferin as cutting’ off 
his nails with & pair of SCISsOrs, 


Ayub Khén’s surrender. 


6 same paper says that since his detention at Aden 


| 0) oo Miah&rbja Dalip Singh has been re- 
a. ee ee Sees Woe mae now a European - 


— him o be a | bastard: The 


Pe: . | officer: that "Dalip Singh had become a Christian and hak, 
Be his conversion must have caused much grief to the Sikh 
a community, the ‘Sikh offieer replied that the Sikh commu- 
nity: looked upon his conversion with indifference, inasmuch 
: as he was not the son of Mahfrdja Ranjit Singh, but ofa 
: Muhammadan water-carrier! This important secret should 
have been made public long ago. In that case the British | 
_ - -—- @overnment would:not have accepted Dalip Singh as the 
son and heir to Maharaja Ranjit Singh, and would have 
.' een able to annex the Panj4b without any difficulty, and 
would not have so long paid him a large pension unneces- 
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tion, A correspondent of the Koh-i-Ndr (Lahore), of the 1st 

- sas —: m ._... ‘December, in an article on Mahfrdja 

. — Dalip Singh, observes that the British 

Government was not well advised in stopping him at Aden 

Ss . on his way to India and in paying him no compensation for 
= oo i stoppage. His detention was no doubt a great injustice: 
a it also led him to form a great idea of himself and to think 
a that his advent in this country would be a signal for a revolt. 
His going over to the Russian Government has induced the 
a “uneniployed i in this country to build castles in the air. They 
— ) anxiously await his advent in the hope that the disturbance of 
+... the peace, which may attend it, may give them an opportunity 
ee of obtaining bread. They have no sympathy with the Russian 
ee HALL Government or Dalip Singh, nor are they enemies to the 
tC British Government. They desire a revolution simply i in order 
e Basis 3 that they may get a bellyful of food. The ri ight-minded: natives 
; ave nothing to do with Dalfp Singh, but the writer is 
d that those who suffer from want of employment, and 
who. love change for its own sake, may cast in their lots with 


when an opportunity presents itself. 
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--The Bhirat. Bandhe (Aligarh); of the 2nd. Dosemtier: re- 
ferring to the third N ational Con- 
: _ gress which. will assemble at Madras 
ieatie the next Christmas, and to the subjects which will 
engage the attention of ‘the meeting, says that the proposed. 
reforms. would no doubt be very beneficial to the country. 
Government is sure to take them into consideration, when 
they are urged by the leaders of the native community. 
iin every province. The Pioneer and other Anglo-Indian 
newspapers of that class represent the movement as partak-. 
ing of disloyalty, but obviously the charge is unfounded. It 
is to be regretted that some Musalmfns, too, oppose the 
- movement with a view to ingratiate themselves with Gov-. 
. ernment. They may receive some favours from Govern: 
ment in return for their opposition, but they are sure to be — 
condemned by their countrymen as enemies to the interests 
of their country. Indeed, no man is justified in seeking to- 
promote his own interests at the expense of those of | his 
country. It is the duty of every patriotic native to support 
the Congress and make a point of promoting its objects. 


The Bhérat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 2nd_ December, 
Offers of the Nisfém and %0¢8 not approve of the offers made. . 
the Panjab Princes. by the Niz4m and some of the N ative 
Princes of the Panjab for contributing towards the cost of 
the frontier defences, and says that the Government of India 
being fully convinced of the devotion and attachment of all 
Feudatory Chiefs to the British throne, no Prince is justified 
in making an unnecessary display of his loyalty, 


ae 
‘ The National Congress, 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 


_ The Koh-- Nd tir (Lahore), of the 8rd December, regrets to Circulation, 

- say that the Khushab Municipality has <P copay 
Abolition of the Stine shared the ‘fate cf. the Hoshinrpat 
Municipality r. Municipality. © At the instance of the 
local authorities, the Panjab Government has put a stop to 
the elective system in Khushab on account of the alleged pre- 
valence of mutual hostility among: the Municipal Commis- 

sioners. The Government Resolution is‘not very clear and 
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¥e8 Tio” particulars ; it does not show what kind ‘of hostility 
vailed among the members, and to what extent, and in 
what way that hostility interfered with the due performance 
of their public duty. Considering the general opposition of 

_ Anglo-Indians to local . self-government, the Koh is afraid 
that the loca officers of Khushab may have made a mountain 
of a mole-hill, | Hence the Panjab Government should make 
& thorough énquiry into. the matter: through unprejudiced 
cers and find out the true state of things. At Hoshiar- 
‘pur mutual hostility among the members of the Municipal’ 
Board had passed beyond all limits, and they had even 
ed repeated warnings by the Local Government. 

But there is nothing to show that the evil had grown to the 
gamie extent at Khushab. Of the 35 districts in the Panjab, 
self-government -was introduced only in 19 districts. 

Of these 19 districts, the Deputy Commissioners have all 
along been Presidents of the Municipal Boards at Delhi and. 
Amritssr;. at-Gujranwalla, Jallandar, and Multan native 
residents were at first appointed, but they were subsequent- 
ly superseded by Europeans; and Hoshiarpur and _Khushab 
have lately been deprived of the elective system, If local 
self-government is withdrawn from municipalities for small 
faults, the Panjab will be entirely deprived; of Lord Ripon’s 
noble gift before long. -If, on enquiry, the fault of the 
Khushab Municipality is not found to be so great as it has 
been represented by the local officers to be, the Panjab 
Government should itself fill up only the presént vacancies 
‘in the Municipal Board and tell the inhabitants of the town 
that they are given one more chance to mend their ways. 
If this warning has no effect on them, then the right of elec- 


tion may be withdrawn from them for an indefinite period. 
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‘The Victoria Paper (Sialkot), of the 29th November, is 
to say that local self-government 
been. put.a stop to in Kbushab 
y and hostility of the members 
The Panjab Government 


| the working of . local self-govern- 


( 767 ) 


ment in the province, and warn those Municipal Boards 


whose members |are found to be animated by ia strong 


mutual hostility, Again, when the existence of mutual ani- 
mosity among the members of a Municipal Board is reported 
by the local officers, the Local Government should enquire 


how far the complaint is well founded. If any hostility : 


really. exists, steps should be taken to remove it and effect a 
conciliation. If, on the other hand, the so-called hostility i is 
nothing more than a difference of opinion among the mem- 
bers on certain matters, no interference is necessary, inasmuch 
as such differences of opinion are in a way safeguards of public 
‘interests. .The Paper means that municipalities should not be 
deprived of local self-government for trifling causes, but should 
be assisted with friendly advice, The Hon’ble Mr. Lyall’s 
Government should carefully watch and water the plant of 
local self-government ; otherwise it will soon wither ' and 
die out, 


The Rajig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 8rd December, says 
that the grant of local self-government 


The same. 


Lord Ripon. But the measure was rather premature, as 


has been shown by the events. Unfortunate quarrels fre- 


quently break out among the native members of Municipal 
Boards. Some time ago, owing tothe misbehaviour of the 
native members of the Municipal Board at Hoshiarpur, the 


Panjab Government was obliged to put a stop to the elective 
‘system in that municipality and to re-introduce. nomination. 
Lately, the Government has had to deal with the. Khushab 


Municipality in the same way. The state of thmgs in other 
municipalities is also unsatisfactory, which has necessitated the 
appointment of European officers as Presidents of Munici pal 
Boards at many places. Setting aside the quarrels between 
Hindus and MusalmAns, misunderstandings often arise among 
the members of public associations which are entirely 
composed of Muhammadans. Under these circumstances, the 


sion of local self-government. First deserve and. then desire 
ought to be their motion, Education being still in its infancy 


was undoubtedly a very noble gift of 


native newspapers are not justified in agitating for an exten- 
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in this country, local self-government has only preved injuri- 
ous to the natives, It-is a true saying that children should 
not play with edged tools, . 


> 


. The Tuit-i- Hind (Meerut), of the 30th November, draws 


condition the attention of the new Lieutenant- 
t gran inthe Newt Wert. Governor to the alleged unsatisfactory 


ern Provinces. | ‘condition of the police and the abnor- 
mal rise in prices, The. 7t{ complains that the lower 
classes of police officials in these provinces are very corrupt, 
dishonest, and unprincipled, and says that their high style of 
iving bears ample testimony to the uncleanness of their 
hands, There are police officials whose pay is only Rs..5 or 
7, but whose expenses amount to Rs. 50 or 60 a month. 
False cases are trumped up by these officials, in deciding 
which the valuable time of Magistrates and Judges is 
unnecessarily spent. The principal duty of the police is to 
recover stolen property and discover criminals, but they per- 
form this duty in a most unsatisfactory manner. At some 
places persons who committed serious offences two years 
ago have not yet been brought to justice: on the con- 
trary, the Police Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors are great 
friends to them. A man at whose house a theft is commit- 
ted, far from receiving any assistance from the police in recov- 
ering his property, is much harassed by them, and has even 
give them large bribes in order to escape persecution : con- 
sequently persons are generally averse to reporting thefts to 
the police. The police force in these provinces is 26,000 
strong, | of whom, the Tv#{ thinks, 20,000 are persons 
whose names might be rightly entered in the lists of bad char- 
acters prepared. by the District Magistrates every year. It 
would seem that Government cannot afford to raise official 
ties’ with a view. to attracting respectable and honest 
~ men to the lower ranks of police service. Hencé,. in order 
to check the evils above referred to, Sir Auckland Colvin 


should issue 8 


1 police * officials aud watch their 
Proceedings, — His ‘Honor should 
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which reitdh hi m against them. ‘andhe rontter which 


demands the immediate attention of the Local Government 
is the dearth of grain. The T7vtt thinks that the last. two 


ctops in these provinces were good, and ascribes the dearth 


to the storing up of large dahntities of grain by traders from 
motives of profit. The principle of free trade does not suit 
this country. If traders were forbidden to keep more than 
a fixed quantity of grain at a time, prices would at once fall. 
The measure would also save Government the trouble and 


expense of opening relief works. | 


The Rahbar-t- Hind (Lahore), of ‘the 8rd December, re- 


aii alent, grets to say that an injustice has been 


ries to some native officers done to some native officers in the 
in the Panjab. ; 


Panjéb in respect to their salaries. 
Sardar Muhammad Hayat Khan, who was appointed Assist- 
ant Commissioner in January, 1872, before the passing of 


the Native Civil Service rules, received the full pay of his 


appointment. Now he is a District Judge of the second 


grade and officiates in the first grade, but he does not 


receive the same pay as the European officers of his grade. 
The worst of it is that he is allowed the lower rate of pay, 
not because he is not a Civil Servant, but because he is a 
native. Mr. Wingfield, Jate a Deputy Commissioner of the 


_ first grade, who was an uncovenanted officer, received equal 


pay with Civil Servants of his grade. Similarly, Mr. B. J. 
Bentinck, Assistant Commissioner, and Mr. Knox, Deputy 
Commissioner, who are both members of the Uncovenanted 
Civil Service, are allowed the same rates of pay as Civilians. 
Another native officer who has been unjustly dealt with 
is Diwén Ram Nath, District J udge. He is the grandson 
of the well-known Réja Dina Nath, and was Extra Assistant 


Commissioner on Rs. 600 a month before his promotion 
to the District Judgeship under the new Panjib J udicial 
Scheme, . He is a District J udge of the second grade, but 
receives only Ra. 768 on account of pay, while the pay of the 
European District J udges of that -grade is Rs. 1,200. | 
Surely the Native Civil Service rules apply only to the 
young recruits rages under those rules, but are not — 
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ble to.an old Government. off cer such 
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ra le > with him at the same. 
ime, have already r sived promotion, while no promotion 
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as been given hi im. ‘There is another thing to be noted. 


sala 


o the Panjéb Civil List his name has not been entered: in 
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r the names of Assistant Commissioners. 


the list of ee members of the Panjab Commission, but 
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h Akhbdr (Lucknow), of the 2nd December, says 


~ 
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res the Judicial Commissioner of 
. Oudh, in his Criminal Report. for the 
last year, urges that Magistrates should be empowered t 
- fine complainants who are found to have brought false and 
malicious charges age 
fines to. be paid to thie 


an ie 


nst the accused, and to order. the. 
cial Commissioner thinks thi 


diminish the number of fi 


nat his pro 

ber 3 complaints. ‘and to prevent 
ople from abusing crimi courts as & means of. harassing 
their enemies. Undoubtedly his-proposal is a good one, and. 
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shows his sympathy. with | 
it deters wicked well. 
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ecdttimendatioh| i ig adopted, the partied to certain edad of 

criminal suits should’ be required to plead for themselves 

before Magistrates and should not be allowed to employ 

counsel. Moreover, Ma gistrates should be told to be speci- 

ally careful j in judging of the truth or falsehood of the state- 
ments of Witnesses, — 


The Afedb-i-Panjab (Lahore), of the 38th November, Circalation, 
: 500 
highly approves of the proposal of the 
Judicial Commissioner of Oudh re- 
garding false coinplainants being fined and the finks being paid 
to accused persons as compensation, and says that it-has itself 4 
repeatedly drawn attétition to the circumstance that false ie “ q 
a crittiinal’ and ¢ivil suits ard frequéntly instituted by wicked 7 
persons against their enémies. The only way of checking 
the evil is by making false complainants liable to ptinish- 
niéiit,.as saggested by the Judical Coiimissioner of Oudh. 
If the Hou’ble Mr. J.B. Lyall takes the miatter into consider- 
ation’ and’ moves the’ Supreme Legislature to’ amend the. 
law, his iame will be always remembered: with gratitude by 
the inhabitants of the Panjab. 
The Nyaya Sudhd (Harda),; of the 30th November, says Circulation, 
Seen Sicilia that it appeats from a late issue of “0 copies. 
appointed in Raipur aid the Nagpur Government Gazette that 
re rather a large number of Honorary 
Magistrates havé been appointed in the Raipur and Sam- 
bhalpur distficts. The ‘estowal of magisterial powers on 
incompétent persons is calculated to lowér the value of the 
office. It is t6 be regretted that, although the powers have 
had to be withd: rawn from many Honorary Magistrates 
owing to their tiisbéhaviour, the Local) Administration does 
not still fully satisfy itself as to the competency of the 


- candidates before appointing them to the posts. 


The Réjputdna Gazette (Aj jmere), of the 28th November, Circulation, 
Mr. Vitephtrick, tra says that it is believed that Mr. Fitz- 49% copies. 
Accistant Commissioner, patrick, Extra Assistant Conimissioner 
a A Treasury. Offiter ati Ajmere, who 
has lately gone on n leave without ay, owes bout: Rs. 7, 500 
{6 thé treasurer of his office and” 400 to a pleader. The 


es 


The same. 


. Gazette thinks. that he was. not justified in borrowing money 
from the. treasurer. who serves under him and from a plead- 
-er who practises in his Court. © | | 


. 


The Aedd (Lucknow), of the 2nd December, says that 
Peewee a tet on the eve of his departure Sir Alfred 
gyiacres ~ : Lyall did certain things with a view © 

to winning the good will of the natives: as, for instance, he 
exempted Nawab Mihdi Ali Khan of Lucknow from per- 
sonal attendance in Civil Courts. . But he should ‘remember 
that-such things cannot efface the blot which the Hearsey- 
Laidman case has affixed to his administration. 


he UOudh Punch (Lucknow), of the 24th November, says 
that when the Native Princes have 
loosened the strings of their purses 
cand are ready to contribute towards the cost of the frontier 
defences, the Government of India should remit the income- 
tax, or at least.should devote the revenues -derived from the 
tax to the prevention and relief of famine, for which the tax 
was originally introduced, and should not throw away the 
money in Afghanistan, 


A correspondent of the Kohk-i-Nur (Lahore), of the 8rd 


ikea ee eta ecember, says that it is believed 
come-Tax Commissionerin that Mr. R. M. Dean has been ap- 
the Feapeh _ pointed Income-Tax Commissioner in - 
the Panjib. Obviously the object of Government in making 
the appointment is to increase the revenue derived from the 
income-tax, with a view to. restoring the financial equilibrium, 
which has been disturbed by the additional expenditure in- 
curred on account of the annexation of Burma. “The writer 
— does not see how the income from the tax can be increased, 
and says that the only way in which an increase in the re- 


venues can >. Posey be made. is by seiening the tax to 


Tntome -tax. 


. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr. (Etéwah), of the 4th December, 


~ Private, tuition practised regrets to say that subordinate teachers 
‘teachers o Norte Were, of Government schools are generally 


- in -the habit of teaching boys at 


‘ 


7 7 


UM 
their houses out of school hours on reveipt. of remuner- 
ation. The practice is objectionable, inasmuch as a 
teacher who works several hours over and above the 
school time, cannot. perform his duty. properly ; ; he is sure 
to show some indulgence to his private pupils in school, 
and even to assist them at the examinations in order that 
they may receive promotion. It is believed that some 
teachers purposely give the boys longer lessons than they 


can prepare, in order that they may be obliged to engage 


them as their private tutors. The Director of Pyblic Instruc- 
tion in these provinces should see to this. 


The Koh-i-Nér (Lahore), of the 29th November, says 


_ that Abdulla Khan, an Inspector of 
An Ennpestes of Police 


rebuked by the Panjab Gov- Police at Sialkot, unnecessarily loaded 
ernment for his ill-treat- 


ment of a private person. with irons a respectable person in 


connection with a criminal case. The — 
illegal proceeding of the Inspector was brought to the notice 


of the Panjab Government by the Lahore Tribune, and the 
result has been that the Government has ordered. the 
Inspector to be severely rebuked and transferred to . another 
district. Moreover, the District Superintendents of Police 
have been asked to draw the attention of all subordin- 
ate officials to the rules regarding the use of shackles. 

The Koh publishes an Urdu translation of the letter of the 


Panjib Government, and highly praises the Hon’ble Mr. J. B. 


Lyall for giving attention to the complaints of the people. 


The Azdd (Lucknow), of the 2nd December, regrets to 


Sports and games held 8aY that ministerial officials attached 
at Bara Banki. to Government offices in Bara Banki 
took part in the games and sports held there on the 23rd and 
24th November, and remarks that if the Deputy Commis- 


sioner told them to do so, he is much to blame. If they 
joined the sports voluntarily, they have become mad and 


should be placed under medical treatment. 


: | POST-OFFICE. 
‘The Oudh Akhbée (Lucknow), of the 5th oo urges 


Commission for postal that. commission for postal money- 
money-orders of small value. 


reduced from two annas to half an anna. 


orders for Rs. 5 and below should be 
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